*    The Poisoned Dish    *

screened off from public view. Beside it stood a fine
pavilion with a seven-tiered gilded roof, which con-
tained a dining hall, as well as smaller rooms. The
covered way, connecting it with the main palace, was
paved with brick and had a balustrade of dragonish
monsters in painted stucco. On each side of the way
were small pavilions of carved wood, standing in
gardens of fruit and flowers, in which Narathihapate
accommodated some of the concubines who had been
added to the personnel of late, again in emulation of the
Chinese Emperor's great household.

The work was finished in the tenth year of the reign.
Chang Hsien Ch'ung had been able to avail himself of
the services of a number of first-class artists, builders
and carpenters, for during the preceding two centuries
so much interest had been taken by rich people in
religious building that a standard of taste and technical
ability prevailed which had not existed before and was
never to be seen again.

Narathihapate decided to celebrate the completion
by a picnic on the full moon night of April, the middle
of the hot weather. To make the picnic resemble an
occasion of the kind at Hangchao he departed from the
usual practice of the court of Pagan and arranged that
only women were to be present.

When the fierce heat of the middle hours of the day
had declined and the sun's rays were slanting low
across the river, he left the main palace in procession
and entered the covered way. All the attendants were
female, even the bearers of his palanquin, burly women
from the hills with powerful and rather bandy legs, and
his guard, a force of fifty amazons.
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